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This week | will attend my 30 * session of Annual Conference. For a good number
of those sessions my mother attended also, as a delegate from her church. | will
always treasure those days we spent together debating the pro and cons of
whatever the issue of the day was, catching up with friends, and simply enjoying
being together.

Over the years, we made many friends. She knew many folks from her years

with the Odd Fell ows and Rebekahds whoim |

Likewise, Mom became friends with many clergy and laity from my life.

After Mom stopped attending Conference, those folks would ask about her and
send greetings her way. Some of those f
at conference, when their inquiries about her become that awkward moment of
shock and grief.

At the Clergy Session of Conference, we will have a memorial service
specifically for members of clergy families. Those who have lost loved ones in the
past year, will go the microphone and say the names in a ritual that has become
a powerful time of prayer for the clergy family of the Illinois Great Rivers
Conference.

The twelve months following a |l oved o
known since November what Annual Conference would hold for me this year.

But that knowing cannot prepare me for the powerful grief | can already feel.

Usually | use this space to share some theological tidbit or challenge, this
month | share a request: Would you please pray for me as | attend Annual
Conference?

| wish . .. oh, how | wish . . . that grief would come for a season then leave me
alone! Instead, it hits at the oddest moments, some predictable and some not.

| think the biggest thing grief had taught me is that no one can make this
journey alone. We need each other almost as much as we need Jesus.

A friend of mine t al ks Thatfiswihaiwe ara, ssthatwet h
must be, for each other. We all have moments of strength when we can help
another, as well as moments of need when we must turn to another for strength.

To deny this is to deny who we are as the Body of Christ.

| know | am prayed for by this congregation. | feel the power of those
prayers every day. Keep up the good work! This week, please pray for Annual
Conference and for my own strength and comfort amid the grief.

Blessings,
-Pastor Rachel
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Congratulations, Molly Kennedy!
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Pastor Rachel with Sara
Kennedy. Sara achieved
ODVWHUTTV 'HJ
Student Affairs and is enp

ployed by the University gl
Cincinnati. We wish her ¢
the best with her dreams
and goals.

Pastor Rachel with Molly
Kennedy. Molly is a 2019
graduate of PBL High
School.

Judy Trumble with
Molly Kennedy.



